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Unit 1 Pronounce by Semantic Groups

Scripts and Annotations (2 7 U 7 ~ & fi##t)

Hello everyone. I'm Jeff Gayman. The first five units of this course deal with pronunciation of English words,

phrases, and sentences. Today, we will consider pronunciation units as semantic groups.

Warming Up Quiz: Identify Semantic Units

Look at the following sequence of words. Where will you put a pause to make this an intelligible sentence?
When you go to Niseko you will see many foreign visitors who speak Japanese well

You may put a pause here. And maybe a minor pause here, too.
When you go to Niseko // you will see many foreign visitors (/) who speak Japanese well

Easy? Well, then let us ask why we put a pause in these places. The key is “semantic units.” For instance,

the sentence is divided into two large semantic units like this.

| Semantic unit | | Semantic unit |

A A
4 N [ \

[When you go to Niseko] [you will see many foreign visitors who speak Japanese well]

> BEROFEFYICEHR
FEEOR WL EGET L EOEE

cfHAx DHFEOFRFIZE LN TED L, N2> TARARIC (ARANIEEICLSAONZ58Y)
CEHROFEEE ZEHLT

- F L F VUM EIZITENY) S TR (pause) & AiLE D

AL ARLFETLEY BB LTS

- FRIZ, BEO NORITEET & 121X (pause) 23K4]

- HEEA T CERIAICRET 50O TIERLS, EROELEY - UNBEZ LoD Bl L T
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How to Make Yourself Understood

So, it is very natural to put a pause between Niseko and you, which makes your pronunciation easy to

perceive. Further, the second part of the sentence can be divided into two smaller semantic units like this.

[When you go to Niseko] [you will see many foreign visitors [who speak Japanese wel}]]
1\
Y

| Semantic unit |

Therefore, you may want to put a minor pause between visitors and who, especially when you speak before a

large audience and want to make your pronunciation clearly articulated.

Let’s practice a bit now. Repeat after me.

When you go to Niseko, // you will see many foreign visitors (/) who speak Japanese well

<your turn>
Good. Some of you may find that the pause based on semantic units is natural and easy. However,
sometimes, if you put the pause in a wrong place, you cannot make yourself understood correctly. Consider
the following example. Where are you going to put a pause in this sentence?

Tom told me a weird story I don’t believe he just cooked it up

Depending on where you put the pause, this can mean very different things. You can put a big pause here.

Tom told me a weird story. // I don’t believe he just cooked it up
In this case, you mean you trust Tom and believe his story although it is weird. Also, however, you can put a
big pause here, rather than after story.

Tom told me a weird story I don’t believe. // He just cooked it up

In this case, you do not trust Tom and do not believe his story. You see? It is sometimes very important where

you put a pause. The place of the pause can change the meaning of sentences completely.
Ok. Let’s practice now. Repeat after me. When you trust Tom and believe his story, you would say:

Tom told me a weird story. / I don’t believe he just cooked it up <your turn>
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Unit 1 Pronounce by Semantic Groups

2> AAFETH

MFAF I ARICEWHBH S DFEBDEELRITTULEL
a. [RRFIARIZEW=, / / ABLDSOFEYEXELRAGF TN
b. T#X / FARICEWVWE=HEBLSDFMIE / FEEITFTLEL

@ TIZY FRIZEN=DIL TR, W) OBFRHIIR RS TH 720
« (b) TIXY FRIZENT=DIE ¥, FAOIRERHIR STV

* JEEETTH A AR L& [RIAR
cHEEGHT L L, DECHELT, BREEHL
- OB EGFTNIZ L > TEE KT OEKRIZR D56 D

And when you do not believe his story, you would say like this. Repeat after me.

Tom told me a weird story I don’t believe. // He just cooked it up

<your turn>

OK. How was it? When you speak, it’s very important to recognize semantic units, and to put a pause in

appropriate places when necessary. Do not pronounce the sentence in a “word-by-word” fashion!

> BHERLNEHITH S5

Tom told me a weird story. // I don’t believe he just cooked it up

ZICHEEL &L FADOFRIIFWTEN,. N AR TICES TR &
IEDR, 2F 0 FAZERLTWLS, 209 EE

Tom told me a weird story I don’t believe. // He just cooked it up

ZZICHEEEL & FAOFDREEEE TR, BEICES 25
ZEESTND, 2F0 FLAZERLTLEL, 20 ) El

- [A CHEEDE UNEE THEATHTH, MEZESHAT1 ST, E<HFOERICR580H 5
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How to Make Yourself Understood

Phrases as Pronunciation Units
Now, let’s go onto the second part of Unit 1. We are going to consider tips for pronouncing phrases. Consider

the following example.

A: What'’s that noise?
B: My neighbor is building a desk

In sentence B, there are three core words: neighbor, building, and desk. These three words are not only
semantic cores, but also cores for pronouncing this sentence. Do not pronounce in a word-by-word fashion

like:
My ... neigh .. bor .. is ... buil ...ding ... a ... desk.
Rather, let’s start with just these three core words alone. Repeat after me.

“NEIghbor ... BUIlding ... DESK” <your turn>

> WEERE (@R - 445 - BRG] - Bl 72 L) IXEROFLITR Y g
> BERERE (BhEhR, AiEsE. RAe, wlie &) (INAREE L

- NEGEIIRE Loke b

- BERERE IR T . NWAEOAE M

/a des{
desk OffJE s & L THE g EO (BIIoZx 0 &)
(fi: 1785 < B < <)

HBE Lo (ERIZ-XV &)

\

is building

N/

build OfFEM & LTHE (build (2.5 5 T T I5S B A IRL TR HEE LRV

BELEOE (RZ-E D &)

\

my neighbor

N/

build DfFEs & LTHE (neigh (256 T THi 55 << A< TR L TR HEE LRV

16



Unit 1 Pronounce by Semantic Groups

OK. Now let us read by a phrasal unit. Repeat after me.

my NEIghbor

Do not put any stress on my and -bor. Just put a stress on ner.

my NEIghbor

Next.

a DESK

Try to make a as weak as possible, and put a strong stress just on desk.

a DESK

Next, let’s read the verb phrase. Repeat after me.

is BUIlding a DESK <your turn>

Put a strong stress on build and desk, and make everything else as weak as possible.

is BUIlding a DESK <your turn>

OK, let’s read only three core words again. Repeat after me.

NEIghbor ... BUIlding ... DESK <your turn>

Now, keep the rhythm the same, and put the other elements together.

my NEIghbor is BUIlding a DESK <your turn>

Again, the core words alone.

NEIghbor ... BUIlding ... DESK <your turn>

Keep the rhythm constant, and:
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my NEIghbor is BUIlding a DESK <your turn>

OK? This is the English rhythm and makes your pronunciation clear and natural. Let’s practice with a few

more examples. First, with just the core words. Repeat after me.

BOY ... PUT ... BIKE ... gaRAGE <your turn>

> FEHET0aY
c WEEITIE, 1 ODOFRE L IROFRE L ORI DR Z —FEIZRE 5 T A5HEmH Y

| €FHE> |
a. I'll go to  school
b. I'm goingto  school
c. I'm going to the school
| €FHFE> |

« (@) b)) T go 75 school £ TORFEIMRAZRI CIZRE > &35

- BERERE 1T L T NAEETST & - EORIR Y XL THEE
ENTE R ONEREEINA, W) AL2 L2 TIRE

nei build desk
My neighbor is building a desk
| SRR | SRR

boy put bike garage
The boy will put his bike in the garage
| EfMbE | SRR | SRR

- BEHREFE(my, is, -ing, a, the, will, his, in 72 E) Z R < BFEICEE L T TIETE £HA
- BEESRIIAREICSASTIFT, BABCEL

Now, try to keep the rhythm constant, and ...

the BOY will PUT his BIKE in the gaRAGE <your turn>
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Unit 1 Pronounce by Semantic Groups

Again, the core words alone.
BOY ... PUT ... BIKE ... gaRAGE <your turn>
And,

the BOY will PUT his BIKE in the gaRAGE <your turn>

Good. Next. Again only with core words first. Repeat after me.
TELL ... WHERE ... BUY ... WAter <your turn>
Now, try to keep the rhythm constant, and
TELL me WHERE i can BUY a bottle of WAter <your turn>
Summary
Good! OK. Let’s wrap up today’s lesson. When you speak, try not to read word by word. Rather, try to talk to
your listener by semantic unit. This is very important when you speak English in order to make yourself

understood.

OK, that’s all for today’s lesson. I hope you enjoyed it. Good luck, keep practicing. And see you next time!

> fHlx OHFEOREFICEL BT, HEERIER

- WY 7R (pause)
CERgRIR DO Ta YT 44— A P R—va v

> INHDORICHE L THE 2/ D &

AR EERARICHILTRETEDL 97D
G TR Th, WU AHEGFEIZRD
cHERYONLT v TIT D

N N N N N N U N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N S S S
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Further Tips (1)

B (pause) % & AHBFTICL - TEHRNEDL-TLE 5]

(B2 ol b o T, BEFRICH->TIIF A L)
Takako was not fired because of her behavior

S TRl &L TRREENRIR TEIZR > 72T TR

DFEY [EITRote, T, ZOHEBITEFORBETITIRV] L) Bk

(not Id because LL FIZh b &EE 2D L KW)
- fired & because DI pause Z AL Catte L [HIZR B -T2, FBENIN-T20 5],
DFEY THIZRLRhoT) LWV ) EE (not 13X fired (2222 5)
-BHEID OB, B L HEEET S L, BEOBXEZBMLTCLEI DD

BOR, Mol FicEELRnE, B<HDZ Lz NIz TLE I D

(BIZR2 T RVWADZEEEHILR2T2EE-2TLEY ! TEFSA. THOARIN! )
- BEROXRZFLFLFYPRYNEZVDLERLT
* Reading DEFZH, U A RIZLHLAAD U ~OMNEICHEREZIL D BEEZ S5 L Lwn
BEROFLFEVR~Y—7 I TVWET, ThZEEBLTEREHRE S

Further Tips (2)

BREFE M Hile & &

> ShlhEEl, AUER, 4G, R R & OMRERRIL, @E M HE R

c INBERLSHOOIIRF R EWR A IR T E X

51 1 Your neighbor is not building a desk (D NIFIHLZEIES TWeWWATE Ld) | EWbit7ziE, Tun

L, fEoTWABK] EEDITIT

My neighbor IS building a desk

AiE?...isnot ...z HETETHDT, BETHDHZ L EHEFAL TIS Nk 725
(ZOCARTIT IS Z58< B H LW ERBR)
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Unit 1 Pronounce by Semantic Groups

%l 2 TJohn’s neighbor is building a desk (¥ 2 > DRED ADBHLEES> TV D AT L) | L b 7-#E,
TR, fES T2 DIFFADEENTZ L] &5 51T

MY neighbor is building a desk

D John's ZEHTE L., T EIIARIC TFAD ) RT3
ZDOIART MY 2R < B LW EARAR)

-BEFRERIRTIIEEICE, TALGYDERLOBANSHS
- BHALZVDDICS ohYBKREETLTLES LBLHRBERI BN
- BEDHEEZRC AT IRNSREDIZ, LoMYRIEBELENE, ETHFEAIC

Further Tips (3)
AV hR—=Vay HFELHAFETEILHED

(A) BEXTEND LW TXDOEREEKEY EiF5 LI1IXRY FHA

< TEERISCIESCR 2 ER V1 C (rising intonation) | b b &, BARELIGELRI U ! EEH
bHLLEEA

CHRERLHY FTR, BNLHDLOTHER
» AAGHEIL Tyesmo BERISC) & TEERIFIBERISC) b, WHORZ LAY i+ T

a. R, BETEZERELENYS
b. MR, @MzBRELENZS
c. HLmatzD 2/

- HEEY Tyes/mo BEMISC) 13, BHSCKZE EBX VT

d. Did you play with Sam?/

EZAMN

- B3k what/who/when/where 72 &2 5T TRERIGASER]SC) 1 3@ % 23V 1 (falling intonation)

e. What did you eat yesterday? N\
f. Who did you play with? N
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- BERR O [RERIFARERISC) & B3 D

HFTRETDHE, BIZEM LA EORIOEWRS Y £
7= z2E, @miE (

) NO X9 =aT7 v A - 2585 03H 0 £3

What did you eat yesterday‘y

(FDH, [MERERZATEST?)
Who did you play with?/

G LA TZATZE 1 2)

B o LHEELIEZDOT, b9 EHZXT] LWVIH=aT AL 0 TR, RSV HIZ
XoTix, FEHEL B LI ZHLEZ 2

L TR RIS A DO TEEE

B) XOB%E EITFEND L Vo TERIZ LTWAEIZBY /A

CROE I BRGHEEB LT EERDPWVWE S TiEa LTWET, 77— 1D EIZh o= BEFEZTF
WZHf > THFEOHFIZELHL TR L HIIZTENVE L

99%—2/

cZDOEIRBEARAETIE. 27 vF—TIn?2 ] LWIHIEMAZLTWD &V BN &S K
BICL XD

L L ZAMEA BT, BT LR MWE T &

Cookies?

(7 %= LS 17 yF—0its) LIBEICERTEE0 5L T 5 & BIRS N DI b
T

“Cookies?” & ST, “Yes, they are’72 & L& 27201 H 1T

A bR—=vary (FueyTr - @) X BME IR, Eo
EEDbIRENE LIVETAD,

==5
= g

=25 -

= AR —

THRLC LS BN G &2
EMENTRRRL5E6bH0 T, +RICEEL
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