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Unit 2 Focus and Important Information

Scripts and Annotations (2 7 U 7 ~ & fi##t)

Hello everyone. I'm Jeff Gayman. In Unit 1, we learned that semantic core words are also cores for
pronouncing English sentences. Today, we are going to learn more tips on pronouncing sentences based on

information structure of the sentence. The key concept is;

“Put a heavy stress on the most important information, and make other elements weak”

Warming Up Quiz: Which Part is Stressed? (Context 1)

Let’s start by looking at the following sentences. In answering question A, which word in sentence B do you
read the strongest?

Context 1

A: Who is cooking spaghetti?

B: My teacher is cooking spaghetti

In this context, it is clear that my teacheris the most important information. Therefore, it is natural to put

the heaviest stress on the core word of the subject noun phrase; that is, teacher.
My TEAcher is cooking spaghetti

It sounds very strange if you put the heaviest stress on spaghetti, instead of teacher, in this context.

Therefore, when you are asked
A: Who is cooking spaghetti?
if you answer
B: My teacher is cooking spaGHEtti

it sounds as if you are NOT answering the question sincerely. Therefore, which word you should stress the

strongest in a sentence is extremely important for making yourself understood correctly.
This may be true in any human language, but since English is a stress-accent language, the correct position

of the heaviest stress is crucial in many cases. If you put the main stress on the wrong place, it might lead to

a serious misunderstanding.
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CHEOLARILTHERFLADMAEBIZEE
D> HHEHIORECTERBOMELFEZD EHEL2W0WENHD

5] : commuinicate — communicative — communication (X < H5EEVY : X communicate)

D> BEEHEHOFHEEL, P2V FOMBEZERICEAT

Context 2: Object as New Information

OK? So let’s consider several other contexts, and check which word should be the strongest. In answering

question A, to which word in sentence B do you give the strongest stress in this context?

Context 2
A: What is your teacher cooking?
B: My teacher is cooking spaghetti

This time, the most important information is the object spaghetti. Therefore, it is natural to read spaghetti

the strongest. Let’s practice. Repeat after me.

My teacher is cooking spaGHEtti <your turn>

Context 3° Verb Phrase as New Information

Too easy? Well, then, how about the next context? Which word do you read the strongest in sentence B this

time?

Context 3
A: What is your teacher doing?
B: My teacher is cooking spaghetti

Which part of sentence B carries the most important information, answering question A here? In this
context, the verb phrase [cooking spaghetti] carries the most important information, since it is giving the
required information to the question “doing what?” The subject part is the given information. OK, now, how
should we read this sentence most naturally? Very interestingly, the heaviest stress is assigned to the object
spaghetti again. It sounds very strange if you put the heaviest stress on cookingin this context, even though

cookingis also a part of the important information verb phrase.
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Unit 2 Focus and Important Information
Points

<EBROBLEND . EOESH THEA Focus 7> 2 >
REL DT T ODNRE—

(1) Information Focus : S&fZAlZxtinT A 212> TWAESy, FiEH (New Information) & & FEZIL
)

Who is cooking spaghetti?
|

My TEAcher is cooking spaghetti
d UL ShCO AR RE R
What is your teacher cooking? My teacher is cooking spaGHEtti
L 4

VB L STV D ETH A et
(2) Contrastive Focus : FijD SCARD Ay & bbb STV B E 4y

Your teacher is cooking pizza, right?

No, my teacher is cooking spaGHEtti

A
Xttt
Your brother is cooking spaghetti, right? No, my TEAcher is cooking spaghetti
|

poze

HiEMOETZ Lo B EE LT D HE A 2 LEWTIREROM I Z L VBRI EEFLTLES &
N Y QAR RRS

D> L THLIIEFSARRLY L0z, BAICk-oTIX
AAGETDH : [ ZE>TLSD?] TRITYT 4 13E>TLET] (7?7

ST ENDREE S Z LoD FHERNE
D SN ER) ELBURWAREHRRIEEIC
HAGETYH  TEYRIFELHATLELE?] TS, RNRF Y T4 [EFESHATTT (77)

So it’s a rule of English to put the heaviest stress on the object when the verb phrase as a whole carries the
most important information.

< Stress-Information Rule in English 1 >

Put the main stress on the object when the verb phraseis the new information

In other words, the strongest word is not necessarily the most important part of the sentence, although it is
a PART of the most important information.
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> l#E/m Focus] & TE5&% Main Stress] ZER LALT!
- [ Focus| &ITEE EOBEE
> XD EDESA, FHiiER. GHtbshTng) EER R
- [E5#% Main Stress| X5 #8 EOBEE
> LDOLEDOHSE—FIRFEET DM
s L7eido T, T A a—v TEREY) Tkl

Context 3
A : What is your teacher doing?
B : My teacher is cooking spaghetti

- doing what? &\ 5 BRIk 2E 20T, BXIZHIF 2 THEA] CIHfE#H) 1X. cooking spaghetti D4y,
LovL, HEE L. OO Em< stie 2 L1y, EM%NE spaghetti DO-GHE-OEy DA, DFEV | B
FEOFIRE & AL OBMRIZITRO L O Bl H 5

< Stress-Information Rule in English 1 >

(HAEEZF50) B MR HiEimor;, EmPIIHRERICEIND

Context 4°- The Sentence as a Whole as New Information

Let’s go on to the next context. Which word do you read the strongest in sentence B in tAis context?

Context 4
A: What’s that noise?
B: My teacher is cooking spaghetti

This time, the whole sentence B is the new information, and thus the most important. Now, again, very
interestingly, it is most natural to put the heaviest stress on the object spaghetti in this context, too. Again,
it’s one of the English rules to put the main stress on the object when there is an object and the whole

sentence is the new information.

< Stress-Information Rule in English 2 >

Put the main stress on the object when the whole sentence is the new information

At first glance, the relation between the main stress and the important information looks straightforward

and easy. “Give the strongest stress on the most important part of the sentence.” However, things are not so
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Unit 2 Focus and Important Information

straightforward, as we have just seen. Usually, a sentence carries just one main stress which falls on one
word. The new information, however, can be larger than a word in the sentence. Therefore, they are not in a

simple one-to-one correspondence.

Specifically, in our current example sentence, my teacher is cooking spaghetti, if you put the main stress on
spaghetti, the possible new information parts can be the object spaghetti alone, or the verb phrase cooking

spaghetti, or the whole sentence.

My teacher is cooking spaGHEtti
\_'_I
most important

My teacher is \cooking spaGHEttil

most imﬁortant

My teacher is cooking spaGHEttil

most im‘iaortant

- Context 4 D B : XCRARNHHEH
> ZHTH EEIT spaghetti D-GHE-O A2 CCOHGET X TEMLGeOIT TIEIH Y THA )

< Stress-Information Rule in English 2 >

(ARYEEZRFD) SCEREFHHRORE, EiRENIARFFIZE N D

Context 5° Verb Alone as Contrastive Focus

OK. Let’s consider a few more contexts now. Which word receives the main stress in sentence B this time?
Context 5
A: Has your teacher received the spaghetti delivery already?
B: My teacher is cooking spaghetti
OK, this time, the important contrast is between received the spaghetti delivery and cooking spaghetti. In
other words, the most important information part in sentence B is just cooking. Hence, it is most natural to

put the heaviest stress on cookingin this particular context. Let’s practice. Repeat after me.

My teacher is COOking spaghetti <your turn>
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Context 6 The Genitive Part of the Subject as Contrastive Focus

Good! OK, let’s consider the last context with this sentence. Where do you put the main stress in sentence B

in this case?

Context 6
A: Their teacher is cooking spaghetti, right?
B: No. My teacher is cooking spaghetti

OK, this time, their and my are contrasted. In other words, my is the most important new information in
sentence B in this context. Consequently, it’s most natural to put the main stress on my in this instance.

Let’s practice. Repeat after me.

MY teacher is cooking spaghetti <your turn>

- Context 5 & Context 6 | ENEIXLLOE R AR T T2OIT, FREBDEF & I1TRR HAEIC
Context 5 TlX, AEFIANT v T 1 DEBEBAEO TR, B THELTWS, LW oxfts
RT 72T, cooking L (contrastive focus), DO EMZHEUNIInZ H72HIZ, COOking (2 F7#
B, (ZNLSD EZ A% cooking LV IR Fite &, ZOSCARTIIRZERHRID)

Context 6 Tli&, BB DA TiI7e <, TRADEA] &)X ZERT 72D, my 23 (contrastive
focus), FDEWREBEUNARZ D T2OIT, WFITTREBZEIND T EN72WRAFO MY 235 b 5# <
BEIND, (RSO LZ A% my L0 b Hite s &L THARERID)

- IR OBFISE, HERDSUEL AR L O TR, oD RIC L > TEDELSPERIZR L, T LTE

DERZ XD EDHMIERBEZES PPREELTH L Z L 2m L TWET, Bz tZErbhE~

BET D) OTEHRLS, XRIZHITEEK (EOBMADBERD) £2LEA, BULTRBONETREY
SCENBLA-ODEELGRA VLR ET,

Pronouns: De-Stressed FElements

Good. Now let’s move on to the second part of today’s lesson.

We have just seen that putting the main stress on the appropriate place is very important to convey the
sentence information accurately. On the other side of the same coin, it is also important to de-stress parts of
the sentence which do not contain important information. In this lesson, we particularly focus on pronouns
such as I, me, you, he, we, they, and so on. In most cases, pronouns have to be pronounced very very weakly.

This is quite natural because we use pronouns when the relevant information is already obvious from the
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context and thus is not very important. And it would sound strange or the sentence would carry peculiar

information if you put a stress on pronouns. Let’s consider the following example.

A: What is your teacher cooking?
B: He’s cooking spaghetti

We now know that the main stress falls on spaghettiin sentence B. Further, my teacheris replaced by Aein
sentence B, since it is old information here. So it’s most natural to read he’s as weakly as possible. If you put
a heavy stress on Aein this context, the sentence sounds very strange. So, let’s practice. Repeat after me.
He’s cooking spaGHELtti <your turn>
Don’t put a heavy stress on helike
HE is cooking spaGHEtti
It would sound very unnatural in this particular context.

Try to speak like

He’s cooking spaGHELtti <your turn>

- — 05 RAFCRTER, BEhE, e & TBERERE] (X, W@E. MENIE LRV, RO HEFEOE M D
I TELRETHELS P BETHONAR, TieD AR LT, BEEZ D, 550 He 72> T 5D
1T, BEENERIO my teacher TH D Z ENHLNT, BEWER EEE TRV D (EEZOIHIHEHRO
spaghetti), =2 BHRMICEETIEAZ (L he ZRCHEFLTLES &, ETHERBAIC

A : What is your teacher cooking?
B : He’s cooking spaGHEtti

HAGETH  TBOEKE, MEE-TVWED? ] TRENRNRT T4 EE-TETI (77)

Good! Now let’s look at another example. How do you pronounce / — like — them in this context?

A: Have you seen the new computers?
B: Yeah, I like them
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Since /and them are old information in sentence B, and the verb /ikeis the most important new information,

it’s most natural to put the main stress on /ike. Let’s practice. Repeat after me.
I LIKE them <your turn>

Further, in a natural speed conversation, the object pronoun them becomes as if it is a part of the verb like,

and is pronounced just as “m”, as in
I LIKE’'m

Just add a very weak “m” sound, attached to the verb. Repeat after me.
I LIKE’'m <your turn>

Now let’s consider what will happen if you put a heavy stress on the first person pronoun /.

Satoshi: Hi, Jeff
Jeff: Hi, Satoshi

Satoshi: Have you seen the new computers?
Jeff: Yeah. “T” like them

How do you find the last sentence in this conversation? Since /is not new information in usual contexts like
this, if you put a strong stress on Z, it will convey some special intention of the speaker. It may mean, for
instance, “I don’t care at all what everyone else thinks of the new computers, but /like the new computers no
matter how you feel about it”. Here again, the location of the main stress may drastically change the

implication of the sentence.

I-my—me X you-—your 72 £l&, REHICHBEITHTS 228, MOz RSHELIMNE, BH, HE VAR
KEESNDZLEF R, > FRABICECIAEAETLTLES L. BRDORBEEANRLTVOTIER

Satoshi: Have you seen the new computers?
Jeff: Yeah, “I” like them

CITCTIAZAHAEICHIEELTCLEY &, MO ATZBENE I BTN ENH -T2 oboRpnT Y, i 1X
RIWCASTAHE] OLIR=aT AT boTLEIRNDHY,
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Summary
OK. Let’s wrap up.

English is a stress-accent language. Therefore, the location of the main stress in a sentence is extremely
important to express your intention accurately. By the same token, it is also important NOT to put any
stress on elements like pronouns which usually do not carry important new information in the sentence. If
you put a heavy stress on the wrong place in a sentence, you may not be able to make yourself understood

successfully. And in extreme cases, it may lead to a serious miscommunication!

OK. How was today’s lesson? Remember that in English, it’s very important to realize which word carries

the heaviest stress, and which words are phonologically very light.

Well, that’s all for today. Good luck, keep practicing, and see you next time!

c BRI L T, WD A UNY 2O TOREMRE 2 EEST D L

> BURT <D Rz AT RED)
> MO LT v 7D

N N N N N N U N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N S S S

Further Tips (1)

Bohifg s ETe I/ you DR EREE

ANLSEVIZE TG, AL THD?) EENLT:

/% : What do you do now?
& 7272 : T am a college student

[KZPZIZHESTAHATE] 20280 TH, RHABICT 2B ELTCLEY &, THRIIALTENME 2
WITE, FA, REBSTHATEPLR! | EWVWH=aT7 U AIZHZZATLE I N,

op

AfEC. K TH#H, BW=2) EnWHHoH 0T,

Did you brush YOUR teeth?
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SERNIHMTORMELH Y FEAN, AHEIZCYOUR < B FLTCLEY &, ADOHEX F=H) DH LN
TJE. BOOWIE, BRAELBWED?] VW) =maT A I ATLE D,

Further Tips (2)

My / your ~DF&ENB N FZ — LI TV B4

my X° your (&, 1%, BIOIRTESNLNTZZ L&D EZTRTHEERNT, MIEESNRVDORE- LD
R TT R UTOLS I BMLSTHEENDONEBEBTH LB H Y £3, EBLHH HEINT L S KRITT,

Wk, BOFREL] TBREIZ] EWVWIHIEWRT, Your turn £ EWVWETR, Z0HAIEL, YOUR turn @ X 9 (2
YOUR IZ E#E E L OB —RATT, B E, THoOHETH2R) Hrl-o) NEET, &) 133UR 5
ORI ENIFEAEENSTLEY, BAETHLRERIUART, XA (0F) 2L Lo, 13 3EHKT
EHLHWVERIZBENL DIZR> TWVWETHR, 2% your TURN O X HIZ turn D2 EEFETHE LT
HARHRIZZRDZ EMEZNTL X I,

N2y RR—=NDF =Ll 2 L TNT (NL—TbH oI —THT77/rATHLERF 7 —T8 W), kK
FNHRELNASZEZZTHER>T FTHHER->T) LEW, [ZHA ] L#DEE, My fault £ SWVET, (X
A=Y Th<td, APOIAZROMIGEIEZET,) 20L&, my ICEBEZEVTMY fault &0
IDONEHTT, I EL VDRSO T, KK fault Th D Z LTSRS S5, T ORMKOFEKIZ T (flo
HETHR) B EFoTH-TnHLITTTNG, MY 2 &M B ETH0NRZ0HAKY AR
T3, Z22TH, my FAULT ® X 9T fault D 52 BETHD1E, KEFWRE /2D TLE I,

My fault ...
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