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Unit 6 From Sentences to “Text”

Scripts and Annotations (2 7 U 7 ~ & fi##t)

Hello everyone. How’s your English study going? I'm Jeff Gayman. Welcome to the "How to Make Yourself
Understood" video series, Unit 6. In this video, we are going to learn what a "text" is. Let's start by comparing

two sets of sentences.

Warming Up Quiz:- Which sounds strange?

Please listen carefully: Which is strange, A or B?

Example A
I love goldfish. Yesterday I bought three lovely ones. But by the time I woke up this morning my cat
had eaten them all.

Example B
I love cheese sandwiches. Yesterday I bought a new laptop computer. But, in 1867, Alfred Nobel

invented dynamite.

Every sentence in both A and B is perfect in terms of grammar. However, in terms of overall meaningfulness,

the two are diametrically different.

I suppose you've found something wrong with example B. You're right. Let's see each sentence in B one by
one. The first sentence goes: “I love cheese sandwiches.” Nothing is wrong so far. The speaker starts talking
about “cheese sandwiches.” Then, the second sentence brings the totally new topic of a brand-new laptop.
Where has the speaker's love of cheese sandwiches gone? Then, the last sentence brings still another different

topic: the invention of dynamite!

. 4 topic
(1) I love cheese sandwiches ! new topic

(2) Yesterday I bought a new laptop computer
(3) But, in 1867, Alfred Nobel invented dynamite A another new topic

As you see, each sentence is grammatically perfect, but is disconnected from the others. The passage in its
entirety does not make overall, unified sense: you just cannot see any unity of meaning in it. It's almost
hopeless to imagine a real human being speaking passage B. By contrast, you can easily see that example A

is coherent in terms of meaning.

The connection of the first two sentences is natural enough: I love goldfish; therefore it's natural that I bought

three goldfish. There is an important connecting device here; the word ones, which refers to goldfish
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mentioned in the first sentence. There is another instance of a pronoun being used to connect the second and
the third sentences. Them refers to “the three lovely goldfish I bought.” As a whole, example A reads as a
unified story-line telling a tragedy which happened to a goldfish-lover.

(1) Ilove goldfish (2) Yesterday I bought three lovely ones

S~—

(3) But by the time I woke up this morning my cat had eaten them all

= 5L 2 SOTGEOHIA, B E BAFTRIL THRILZ ENRFAET,

Example B
(1) #lE F—XY> F BKIFE
(2) A HLIWVW/ —FPCEEWVELT
(3) LML, 1867 FIZFILILY K-/ — RV FALF A FERBELELE

DN (FRED) BRSO ELED>TWETR, IENRH D £t A,

Example A
(1) FhlF 28 AKFE (Ilove goldfish)
(2) ¥EBH WL LD %F 3 BLvE LTz (Yesterday I bought three lovely ones)
3) LM LSEHRETHSDLSIBDBEIZ 2 BROATLEL TLWELE
(But by the time I woke up this morning my cat had eaten them all)

(it E ] 1200 otz W IaFiiiTBER, (2D ones &9 RAFNRQ) & Q) EFENST (AAETIE
(b @ ] 28 [Thbnngf ] 2 LET). 3D them & W HRAFNQ) E@) EFHEIDIT TWET(AA
FECIIZERBIC LD EFREZAM T HZ LICL > T, BRONTEDIIERE >7Te bW 3 EDefThDH 2
EVRRPRENTWET), 29 LT Example AIZERDOETELEFoTWHESZET,

= E I GEMICHEVDARLE VWX E DR EFEOETH . X EFVDHAIXEITHEZ LIFZBLEWN. L) Z 2 TT,
AN DOWTERFEAIICEE L7200 . iRV AR— 2 F 0 2DI21E, 12020 XL EED L HIToRIF T,
FLEVOHLDLLEIIL TN ZENEETT, £ 2O Unit 6 205 Unit 10 £ TOT—~<TI,

What is a text?
Sentence sequences like example A are often called by linguists a "text". A text is not a random collection of

grammatical sentences, but rather is a series of sentences that are glued together to form a unified whole in
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terms of meaning.

Making a text thus means much more than putting grammatical sentences together. You need to arrange
sentences so that each sentence is connected in some way or other to what comes before and after it. This
interconnectedness of sentences in a text is called "cohesion". Passage A therefore is a cohesive text, whereas

passage B lacks cohesion and therefore is not a text.

It’s rather straightforward so far, isn’t it? However, there is more to cohesion than each sentence being linked

to what comes before and after it. Take passage C for example:

Example C
I love cheese sandwiches. By the way, I looked up the word "sandwich" in a dictionary and found
that it originates from an English nobleman. I am thinking of giving the dictionary to someone

because I don't use it anymore.

= TXRX b (text) &I

text IS EIERBERTHEONDFETT, B & L THELN A LELTFETZ b HNL TF AT 7 A1)
EEIGBAEDOLIIIC, LFMVRLT v M A XD NWLTFET =X 2T 2 b hiuE, UEEMR EORLE
BT ET,

ZIZTED text &iE, BT LEOBMEERTHIETHY . sentence DEARILT, Lrb2Hheé LTEKRMIC
FLEOTWALDAFHELET, AIHIOMHIT, 1DICELFEol [LE] LWVWIFWNHELELER, Tan
text T7, word—sentence—text & W IINAIZ, LV KRERHELL 72> TN EEZTIEIN,

#i%5 D words & D72 AT sentence Z1ED =0 DA WD S ik (grammar) 72 & 4 UL, #HED
sentences * DR EHDE T text ZELZDIZHHANH Y, TOHAIG —FOELEEAET, ZOREKD

k] OZ A2 SFEFT [T A ML) (textgrammar) E 592800 E7, ARIAL IXEORE
BOELE RATHETERL TR0 d LLERY A, T, £ & F o7 H, KT academic writing
ZETONI, ZOXLVEROLELZFER L TWDLEELAET,

= #EHRME (cohesion) &%

Cohesion L IZFFEFOMFET, AAE T HEERME LI LRHY ET, TFRAMEBETHXE
XDOGERYDI LA LET, MAMENREVLEIL, FLEVOHLERNLEE NI Z IRV ET, Zh
FEWVFRICRP LR — M2 EL 2DICE, KEEZERZ L T7, cohesion (22T, X VFELFEOT= 0 AL,
M.A K. Halliday and Ruqayia Hasan, Cohesion in English. (London: Longman, 1976) & L T 72X,

Here, the first sentence is connected to the second because the word sandwich is repeated which serves as a
kind of glue, and the speaker introduces the second sentence using a transitional signal by the way, even

though the topic is diverted from the real sandwiches I love to the origin of the word sandwich.
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| i .
(1) I love cheese sandwiches 4\7 real sandwiches I love

(2) By the way, I looked up the word "sandwich" in a dictionary and found that it originates from an

English nobleman
origin of the word

The third and final sentence is linked to the second because the word dictionary in the second is repeated in

the third. However, the topic now moves away from etymology to the plan of giving the dictionary to someone.

(2) By the way, I looked up the word "sandwich" in a dictionary and found that it originates from an

English nobleman / i tool to check out etvmologv
(3) I am thinking of giving the dictionary to someone because I don't use it any more

\ object to be given to someone

In this way, although the sentences in example C are linked to each other, they do not form a unified whole.

The story changes direction with each sentence and the audience should be puzzled as to where they will be
taken in the end. There is no semantic consistency: no focus of meaning which all the sentences are centered

around. Therefore, example C does not constitute a text. In contrast, example D is a text.

Example D
I love cheese sandwiches. Every morning I make cheese sandwiches for my breakfast. Also for lunch
every day I eat cheese sandwiches. So, one morning when I found no cheese in the fridge, I stood

speechless for a while.

Passage D starts with the same sentence as passage C. However, none of the three sentences following it
diverts from the topic expressed in the first one. The audience are sure of what the whole text is about: how

I love cheese sandwiches. All the sentences center on this focus of meaning.

This consistency in topic is required of any text. You always have to be very careful whether your text has a

consistent topic throughout. OK? Now, finally, let us consider the following example passage.

Example K

I have an English speaking class this afternoon. The instructor is so-so, but the textbook is very

interesting. Also the TA is from Singapore and very kind to all of us. I always enjoy the lesson.
Notice here that expressions such as English, speaking, or classin the first sentence are not repeated in this

passage. There is no pronoun referring back to the English speaking class, either. Nevertheless, this passage

makes a perfect cohesive text. Why is it so? The key is the article zhe.
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The in the instructor indicates that we are talking about the instructor of tArs English speaking class. The
in the textbook signals that it is the one being used in this English class. Thein the TA signifies that we are
talking about the TA in this class, and finally thein the lesson specifies that we are talking about the lesson
of this English speaking class. Therefore, the proper use of the definite article the plays a crucial role to make
a cohesive text. This is a very important aspect of English grammar that you have to bear in mind when you

speak and write a proper text in English. OK?

Example K

I have an English speaking class this afternoon

A
4 N\

The instructor is so-so, but the textbook is very interesting.

Also the TA is from Singapore and very kind to all of us.

I always enjoy the lesson.

=D — R (consistency in topic)
Example C Z HAGECTRI L THET,

(D BE F—XY 2 F BAKRIFE
(2 ETAHT U FEAvTF | EVWS5EE HE THRRTHEL, I FVRAOEKOAFISEBRTH S

—

e YELE
(3) D HE RHL5EDLLEVDOTHMNMIHITLS EBVET

DE@E THUR (L yF)) EVIFEBTHTDWNTNET, @LO@NE MFEE] LWV IFETH DV TNET,
ZDX oIz, BEY & o723 E LI cohesion (2K o TERIIZHORA>TWET, LnL, ZNENDLDOEEB
ERTCHDE, OD)TIEIARYOT — AV ROFEE L TCW=DIZ, @b e, [ FAvF] LW oHEE
DFEROFEZ2 Y, S5, @) TIFEREZFARDL DI - 7= FFEDFIZ /> TLEVWET, FEENKR A IZZENT
TS DOT, D~@IIFREERLELTOFLEEI RN EDIZR-STEY, 7FA M EEFSAEFA, JHUTKL
T, Example D |& TRAS EXUE EH > FA v FRUFE D] LD I FEEICINBL TV L7, TF AR THLLE
ZFET, Zo0kHic, TFRED—RM) (consistencyintopic) ., THFRX FEHERT H-HICIXEE- Lo 2
& TY,

= #ERE (cohesion) ZEAHT EMEE the DL

(1) I have an English speaking class this afternoon
(2) The instructor is so-so, but the textbook is very interesting

(3) Also the TA is from Singapore and very kind to all of us
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(4) I always enjoy the lesson

2)~@)D T O£ 5L the 3-5< Z L2k > T, [(1)® an English speaking class ®| &9 L 5 ITEKN
FRESALET, 72 & 21X D The instructor 1%, [ZDHEFEA L —F 77 TADHH| &0 9 BERIZARD 77,
Z® the DEIZ L > T (2~ EFEODIF B TWET, H L(2)7 Aninstructor is so-so, but a textbook
is very interesting & 72> T2 b & CTHAREEREEOWIUC /2D 3, ZARECIZZR F3, (LT,
LHHDOFRIZHDIGEDAE—F L T 7 T AOHBLITEIATTE) LHHHBITEHEHRALT L, (55
LTWARETHES TV AHERELILED) EHIBFRFIZLE THLE L LAVATL]

EEE the DAZEIT. XEOZBENGWNICTESBEBERPOREKRTT N, RiF£D L &AL IAIE, 2O unit T
T, XEXEDIEWTTHEFRLEESZRHD TDO Y] (glue) ([ZOWTHEUIHRD TV bl TT 4,

Summary
Let us summarize today’s lesson. In this unit, we've learned the following.

1. A text is a sequence of sentences that forms a semantic unity
2. In a text governed by cohesion:
a: each sentence is linked to what comes before and after it, and

b: one single topic runs through and unites all the sentences

As a student, you will be required to acquire academic writing skills, skills in writing logically on a particular
subject. In order to meet this challenge, you must learn to generate texts at will, because every piece of
academic writing is made of texts. So, in this sense, I hope that today’s lesson has given you some “clues” in
order to be a good writer. So please don't be just satisfied with just being able to connect words grammatically
to make a sentence. Go one step further and try to care about how you can connect sentences to construct a

meaningful text.

Yes! In order to be a good writer, you need “glue”. Well, that's all for today. Good luck, keep practicing, and

see you next time!

=»F Ll

1. TORMIBEKROATLDICELEESE-—EFLYDXTHS
2. WRMEEROTIR FOEY

a. BROXHBEDREDIEDGEMN->TLVS

b. 1 DDOEEMNTRTOXZEHEUDITTINDS

Unit 7~Unit 10 Ti&, S HICFELS RUIREEZEZ THEET, BRLAIC!
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