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Check one box: 

□ I will do (or did) conversations before writing. 
□ I will do (or did) writing before conversations. 

 
Conversation phrases 

Instructions 

If you will do (or did) conversations before writing, then during your writing time write phrases that you wanted to say -- that 
is, phrases that you should have said.  

If you will do (or did) writing before conversations, then during your writing time write phrases that you plan to say. 

You are sitting next to a stranger on an airplane.  

Ask them where they are going. ("They" here means "he or she or more than one person".) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Answer the question you wrote above. Remember to answer more than the question.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ask them why they are traveling. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Answer the question you wrote above. Remember to answer more than the question.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ask them whether this is their first trip to their destination. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Answer the question you wrote above. Remember to answer more than the question.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Offer them information on their destination.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Tell them what you enjoy doing. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 

本資料及び資料に含まれる第三者著作物を再使用する場合、 

利用者は、それぞれの著作権者より使用許諾を得なくてはなりません。 



Reading and writing 
Instructions 

During your writing time, read the following text and write 
your responses. Your objective is to understand the text, 
and state your opinion. You may use any book, tool, or 
device. You may ask friends for help. 

Small Talk With Strangers: Ice Breakers for 
Chatting With New People 

Small talk changes slightly when you're with strangers as 
opposed to people at a business function or party. Strangers, 
in this case, refers to people you don't know who you see 
out and about somewhere in the course of your daily 
routine. Since you don't know a thing about them, choose 
general subjects that allow anyone to comment on. 

What's the benefit to chatting with strangers? It gives you 
practice for those times in life (like first dates or important 
business functions) where you'll need to make a really great 
impression. If you're used to talking with people on a 
routine basis, you won't be tripped up when you're nervous. 
Also, as Will Rogers once said, "A stranger is just a friend I 
haven't met yet." You never know how friendships will 
develop, so it's a good idea to be prepared to make the most 
of any opportunity. 

Here are some ice breakers that work well with strangers. 

Comment on Something in the News 
Avoid topics like politics, sex, or religion, as those topics 
are more suited for conversation between friends. Instead, 
bring up a popular subject that has been getting a lot of 
play in the news. It's a good idea to read the paper or go 
online to check out the latest newsworthy topics before you 
leave the house so you're prepared with something to say. 

Compliment an Accessory Item 
Another tactic to open up small talk is to compliment the 
accessories someone is wearing: jewelry, glasses, purse, 
shoes, watch, tie, cuff links, pins, etc. Avoid making a 
comment about someone's clothing as it can come off as if 
you're acting weird or hitting on him or her. Making a 
genuine comment about an accessory is much more 
acceptable. 

Ask About Their Phone 
Everyone seems to have a cell phone, computer, or other 
gadget on hand these days, so ask someone if they are 
using an iPhone or Bluetooth headset and how they like it. 
They're likely to tell you if they would buy the same thing 
again or give you the name of another version they can 
recommend instead. People enjoy talking about their 
gadgets, so it won't be difficult to get them to open up. 

Restaurant Recommendations 
Ask someone if they can suggest a good restaurant for 
lunch or dinner. Say something like, "I'm taking my friend 
to lunch for her birthday tomorrow. Do you know a good 
place?" Or, "We need to find a fun but reasonably priced 
place to take my mom out for her birthday. Do you have a 
suggestion?" 

Asking where to eat will generally prompt someone to give 
you the scoop on their favorite places, which usually comes 
attached with more personal information, such as the 
parties they planned there, the fact that they go there every 
year for a special event, or why they like the atmosphere. 
They might recommend a restaurant and then add, "We go 
there all the time!" or "We just took my aunt there last 
week and she loved it." You can ask them more questions 
based on what they say, and this will help you continue the 
conversation. 

This text is based on an article by Cherie Burbach at  
http://friendship.about.com/od/Introverts/qt/Small-Talk-Wit
h-Strangers.htm/ 

In one sentence, what is the purpose of small talk? 

The purpose of small talk is 

Which of the 4 topics listed would you prefer? Why? 

 

 

  

Questions for the talker 
Instructions 

Show interest and respect by asking questions. In America, 
showing no reaction signals you are bored. Listen to the 
talk, and write questions at any time during the talk.  
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