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Check one box: 

□ I will do (or did) conversations before writing. 
□ I will do (or did) writing before conversations. 

 
Conversation phrases 

Instructions 

If you will do (or did) conversations before writing, then during your writing time write phrases that you wanted to say -- that 
is, phrases that you should have said.  

If you will do (or did) writing before conversations, then during your writing time write phrases that you plan to say. 

Friends are discussing what kind of food to eat. 

Scott Say guys, what do you want to eat tonight? 

Virgil [CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE ETHNIC FOOD, AND EXPLAIN WHY YOU LIKE IT.] 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Alan Come on Virgil, we had that last time. It's John's turn to choose. What mood are you in, John? 

John [CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE MEAT, VEGETABLE, FRUIT AND DESSERT.] 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Gordon Sounds expensive! 

Tintin It won't be if we catch the early bird dinner. 
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Reading and writing 
Instructions 

During your writing time, read the following text and write 
your responses. Your objective is to understand the text, 
and state your opinion. You may use any book, tool, or 
device. You may ask friends for help. 

How Much Should I Tip at Restaurants? 
There are different rules for different kinds of restaurants, 
and levels of service. Tips are also called gratuity. 

Restaurants 
Wait staff (servers): 15%-20% of the total bill before 
taxes (some restaurants now suggest tipping after taxes). 
Wine served with dinner: The safe recommendation is to 
tip 15-20% of the total bill, including alcohol, even for 
expensive bottles of wine. However, we've seen some 
restaurants say it's OK to tip around 10% for expensive 
wines. 
Bartenders: 15%-20% of the tab; or, $1 for beer 
or wine, $2 for mixed drinks.  Ideally, pay your bar tab 
before leaving for your table.   

Cafes 
Tip jar: Optional.  Leave 5%-10% for good service or 
complicated orders, especially if the staff is hired and is 
more dependent on tips.  

Buffets 
Fast-food buffets: No tipping necessary. 
Casino-style buffets: If you have a waitress or waiter who 
takes your drink order and checks on you, $1-$2 is 
appreciated. 
Hotel buffets: For business breakfasts, tip $1-$2.  At 
high-end hotel brunch buffets, 15%-20% frequently is the 
norm and sometimes automatically added. 

Delivery 
Pizza delivery: At least $1, 15% for normal service, more 
during rain, snow or other poor weather. 
This text is based on http://www.itipping.com/tip-guide- 
restaurant.htm 

If you go to a restaurant, order food and drink, receive 
good service, and the bill comes to $65, how much should 
you tip? 
 

If you go to a food court (a large hall in a building where 
many small shops sell fast food that is eaten at tables in a 
common area), and the bill comes to $9, how much should 
you tip? 
 

If you have pizza delivered to your home during a 
snowstorm and the bill comes to $25, how much should 
you tip? 
 

 

Some people think tipping is a good idea because you can 
reward workers who provide good service. Other people 
think tipping is a bad idea because nowadays tipping is 
mandatory (that is, you must always tip). What do you 
think? 
 

 
 

Questions for the guest talker 
Instructions 

Show interest and respect by asking questions. In America, 
showing no reaction signals you are bored. Listen to the 
talk, and write questions at any time during the talk. 
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