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Check one box: 

□ I will do (or did) conversations before writing. 
□ I will do (or did) writing before conversations. 

 
Conversation phrases 

Instructions 

If you will do (or did) conversations before writing, then during your writing time write phrases that you wanted to say -- that 
is, phrases that you should have said.  

If you will do (or did) writing before conversations, then during your writing time write phrases that you plan to say. 

You are choosing a jacket at a clothing store. A salesperson offers help. 

Salesperson: "Are you finding everything okay?" (This is a common American expression used by 
salespeople when greeting customers.) 

You: Ask whether the jacket you are looking at comes in size M. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Salesperson: "They sure do. Here's one in M."  
You: Say you have a coupon. Ask how much the jacket costs with the coupon. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Salesperson: "You get $10 off with your coupon. The total will be $37.99." 
You: Thank the salesperson. Pay using your credit card. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

You are at a candy store. A salesperson offers help. 

Salesperson: "Finding everything okay?" 
You: Ask what is on sale. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Salesperson: "The pink frogs and green lizards are 25 percent off today." (These are gummy candies.) 
You: Ask for a pound (454 grams) of pink frogs, half a pound of green lizards, and 2 pounds of 

chocolate peanuts. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Salesperson:  "Certainly. Anything else?" 
You:  Say that's all you need. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Salesperson: "That will be $16.50." 
You: Thank the salesperson. Pay using your credit card. Bonus: Use a different expression from the 

first conversation. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading 
Instructions 

During your writing time, read the following text, and 
circle the best choice for each question. Your objective is 
to understand the text, and state your opinion. You may use 
any book, tool, or device. You may ask friends for help. 

Absolute Hot 
By Peter Tyson, 2008-08-01 for NOVA 

The question Is there an opposite to absolute zero, the 
lowest possible temperature? seems innocent enough, 
right? Absolute zero is 0 on the Kelvin scale, or about 
minus 273°C. You can't get colder than that; it would be 
like trying to go south from the South Pole. Is there a 
corresponding maximum possible temperature? 

Well, the answer, depending on which theoretical physicist 
you ask, is yes, no, or maybe. 

Certain cosmological models, including the one that has 
held sway for decades, the Standard Model, posit a 
theoretical highest temperature. It's called the Planck 
temperature, after the German physicist Max Planck, and it 
equals about 1032 Kelvin. 

The Planck temperature is the highest temperature in 
conventional physics because conventional physics breaks 
down at that temperature. Above 1032 K, gravity, 
electromagnetism, and the strong and weak nuclear forces 
become a single unified force. Knowing how that happens, 
the so-called "theory of everything," is the holy grail of 
theoretical physics today. Until then, the Planck 
temperature, for conventional physicists, will remain the 
highest temperature. 

This article is based on http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ 
physics/absolute-hot.html 

1. The writing style of this text is: 
1. conversational 
2. formal 
3. poetic 
4. satirical 

2. The message content of this text is: 
1. comical 
2. commercial 
3. emotional 
4. technical 

3. The author says that theoretical physicists are ________ 
regarding the existence of a maximum possible 
temperature. 

1. divided 
2. evasive 
3. unanimous 
4. uninterested 

4. The author says that the Standard Model is: 
1. accurate 
2. dominant 
3. ignored 
4. unusual 

5. The author says that the theory of everything may 
________ the maximum possible temperature. 

1. disprove the existence of 
2. enable experimental measurements of 
3. lower the value of 
4. raise the value of 

Questions for the guest talker 
Instructions 

Show interest and respect by asking questions. In America, 
showing no reaction signals you are bored. Listen to the 
talk, and write questions at any time during the talk. 
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