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Unit 2 Dictionary Helps
Hello, everyone. I am Jeff Gayman. Welcome to our special lecture “Modular Approach to Reading”. In this
unit, we will examine how useful our dictionary is.
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practice

work

You may think that we do not have to consult a dictionary to confirm the meaning of easy words such as

practice or work, for instance, but is this true? Look at the following example.
“After he graduated from the medical school of Hokkaido University, Jun Watase started a medical
practice with his friend Shin Homma in Otaru. Their new business, however, did not work.”
[D icti onary W o rk]
practice

work

If you understand the word practice as one conventional meaning, “training to improve your skill,” the
sentence sounds very weird.
practice
Likewise, if you understand the word work here as “do something as a job,” again the sentence is not
properly understood.
work
practice work
If you look up these words in your dictionary very carefully, you may find out their appropriate meaning in
the current context.
The more general meaning of practice, you may find in your dictionary, is “actually do something” not just
think about it.
Practice

theory (

Hence, this sentence means that they started their business as doctors, not just did their medical training.
Furthermore, your dictionary may tell you that work here means “be successful, effective, or satisfactory”.
So the sentence means their business was not successful.
work
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Collocation
OK, let us play a language game: reconstruct a worm-eaten sentence.
Unit 1

[

]
___
___

___
___

1
We know that “kakujoshi” or grammatical case markers are very important in Japanese.

It is easy, right? Now then, let us look at the corresponding English sentences.
Kenta gave Tomoko the book.
Notice that the word order is very important in English and you cannot convey the same meaning if you
change the word order and say:
??Kenta gave the book Tomoko.
which sounds very strange. Likewise, corresponding to the second Japanese sentence, we may say:
Yuko bought Hiroshi a hat.
but the sentence sounds a bit off if you say:
??Yuko bought a hat Hiroshi.
OK? Now given this, try to reconstruct the following worm-eaten sentences in English.

[W orm -Eaten Sen te nce s]
Kenta gave the bo ok [
Yuko bought a hat [

] Tomoko.
] Hiroshi.

Fill in a word in the blanks and complete the sentences. Stop the video now and think, and before you
restart, look up give and buy in your dictionary.
17

give

buy

Kenta gave the book to Tomoko, and Yoko bought a hat for Hiroshi. Note that you cannot use for with give
and you cannot use to with buy.
to

for

give

to, buy

for

This kind of intrinsic selection relation between words is called “collocation.”
So, it is not good enough to remember the meaning of words in isolation. Rather, it is a very good idea to try
to remember the meaning of words together with their collocation property. Let us look at one more basic
word with a similar meaning to give. What would be the appropriate prepositions to fill in the blanks?

[W orm -Eaten Sen te nce s]
They provide the in fo rmatio n [
They provide the students [

] the students.

] the i nfo rm ati on .

Again, your dictionary tells you for is necessary in this word order: They provide the information for the

students. And you have to use with in this word order: They provide the students with the information.

The knowledge of collocation of words is very useful, not only for reading but also for speaking and writing
English accurately.
give [something] to {somebody}

give

to

buy [something] for {somebody}

buy

for

provide [something] for {somebody}

provide

provide {somebody} with {something}

for

with

And your dictionary contains a plethora of useful information about the collocation property of many basic
words.

[Jeff, having two cards

and

, is wondering which is appropriate. Then, Satoshi comes in.]

Satoshi (S): Hi Jeff. What are you wondering about?
Jeff (J): Hi Satoshi. I am wanting to say in Japanese that I am living in Sapporo and I am wondering if I
should say “Sapporo de” or “Sapporo ni.”
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S: I see. Well, it actually depends on what Japanese verb you use for “living.” In other words, you have to
appreciate Japanese collocation.
~
Taro is living in Sapporo.
You use “de” here; you may also use “ni” in this case as in ...
However, if you use “sundeiru” for living, the collocation is more restricted.
...
“Sapporo ni” is OK, but “Sapporo de” sounds unnatural.
This is one instance of Japanese collocation among many others.
So it is very important to acknowledge collocation when you learn a foreign language.
Try to “read” your dictionary, focusing not just on the meaning of the word in isolation, but rather focusing
on collocation and other usages and functions of the word.

Acronyms
Let us do one more dictionary work.
[Jeff and Satoshi, sitting next to each other and reading an academic paper.]
Jeff (J): Satoshi! I have to buy some dictionaries. I need to withdraw some money. Do you know
where the nearest ATM is?
Satoshi (S): Ah, there is one in the coop cafeteria, which you may find easily.
J: Ah, great, thanks. By the way, do you know what ATM stands for?
S: ATM?
ATM

ATM

Consult your dictionary to find out what “ATM” stands for.

It is Automatic Teller Machine, but what does “Teller” mean here?
Your dictionary tells you that “Teller” originally means “a person whose job is to receive and pay out money
in a bank.”
teller
One of the basic verbs in English tell has a lot of interesting meanings, usages, and functions.
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OK, let us wrap up today’s points.

Wrap Up
First, some words look very easy at first glance and you believe that you know the meanings of them.
However, it is often the case that basic words have various meanings and functions. Therefore, it is
important to consult your dictionary. Don’t stick to just one translation of each word. Second, it is crucial to
learn collocation property of basic words, and your dictionary tells you a lot of useful information about this.
So, ask your dictionary, not just for one meaning of words. Rather, read your dictionary carefully and then
you can find a lot of useful information.
1

[Satoshi, reading a difficult book with an electronic dictionary]
Satoshi (S): Jeff, are you reading a difficult book, too?
Jeff [off screen,

]: Yeah, but no worries. I have a lot of good dictionaries to consult.

[Jeff, reading a “very” difficult book using a lot of big dictionaries]
Well, that’s all for today. Good luck, and see you next time.
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put on
phrasal verb
put on a hat

put on the shirt

put on the shoes

put on glasses

put on lipstick

put on gloves

put on a ring

put on makeup

put on

?
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put on pants

??

??

??

??
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Acronym
ATM

acronym
acronym
UFO

ID

AIDS

MVP

USB

DVD

radar

scuba

UFO
MVP

VIP

ID

identify

VIP

radar
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scuba

acronym

