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Unit 10 Culture Bound — & General Conclusion —

Piers (P): Hello, everyone. I am Piers Williamson. Welcome to our special lecture “Modular Approach to
Reading”. This is the last unit of this lecture series.

Satoshi (8): S A ZAICHIE, BIATYT, WEWEZIDa=y P10 TIOETA LI Fr—v ) =Xtk
BT, 4 RIE, SMEEFEOPTHLo L L, FRFICKR b HAWREZ S 2 TAHET,

P: In the last unit, Unit 9, we learned the importance of inference based on our knowledge of the world.

Today we are going to consider a special type of knowledge about the world: Culture-bound knowledge.

Grammar and Literal Meaning are not Good Enough 3% &FHEDRKE T TEARTD

Let us first look at the following conversation in Japanese.

Al @R, fTERTE 2 LTV E L7ed?
B: %, Z£0fERMEZAELTWELE

Do you understand what Speaker B is trying to convey here? Many Japanese people can easily infer from the
utterance that Speaker B was a member of a high school rugby team.

Z< OHAARNZ, HEBIZB SANREKRTI 7 =200 TWe EHEETEET,

This is an instance of inference based on culture-bound knowledge of the world.
HARDHATRELSAET D Z LIk o THITFW I mFRIC ISV THERR L TV 2 61T,

Next, consider the following English example.

A: Do you have any plan with your family in February?
B: You know what? We've got Super Bowl tickets!
A: No kidding!!

B, ZARICHELTHNLZDOTL X 9 A?

If you are familiar with North American culture, you can easily understand the excitement of this
conversation.

KD IHEE DO N ThIEX, Z< ODARAEIZZOWEOZTRNEMTELTLE I,

The Super Bowl is one of the most popular events in the U.S., and it is extremely difficult to get a ticket. As
you can see from these examples, the information conveyed by language can be properly understood only
when you have appropriate knowledge of the world; only a literal meaning is not good enough in many cases.
%< OHE . FHEHOBWROIMIZT T LA LD L SNTVWOINEDIRIII A+ THD Z L3 miny £,
Some knowledge of the world is universal and culture independent.

ER3 b & 3N oM FICILE T 5 kb H Y £

And some is culture dependent, or culture bound.

Z LT, ZOERILE DO NIZ & > TEHBTT R, TOAD N HITIFBIRAED 2N Db SAH Y £,

Our Knowledge of the World
Universal and Culture Independent

Culture Dependent or Culture Bound
/A9




For example, suppose you are reading an English passage and find words such as Nelson Mandela, Pacific
Ocean, Nobel Prize, or GDP. If you are a standard educated college student, it is easy to understand what is
being talked about.

KFEATHIE, ZNDOOHGEMIZERL TWDH, Fikiy2miks L CEfcx 9,

Then, how about the following sentence?

A: How was your summer vacation?
B [very happilyl: My wife and I visited the Cotswolds!

A: Wow, how nice!

If you are not familiar with English culture, you may not be able to imagine the feeling of Speaker B.

A F ) AALBE DA DO NITE > TE, BEADKFFHIE, 42 &kRunnd LEti,

The Cotswolds is a very popular sightseeing spot in the U.K., which is designated as an “Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.”

2O LEERHMEICHARM#Z M > TOTUELD T B EABRLETHEEATND LWV T LN TE £,

Piers: Uhnnn, let’s see ...

[Piers, a scientist in a white coat, is looking into a teacup and
wondering which hypothesis is more promising and worth trying.]
[Satoshi comes in]

S: Hi, Piers. What are you doing, looking into a teacup?

Piers: Well, I'm trying to decide which hypothesis is more promising
and worth trying.

Satoshi: By reading tea leaves?

At this point, some of you may wonder whether we need culture-bound knowledge of the world in academic
English.
REFZETOWNTNCMERIEFETIT, FEHEEOMESR ERRRVOTIE? LEI AW E LVER A,

So, let us introduce a real episode that happened between a scientist at Hokkaido University and a scientist

overseas.

JEROFEE L FFEE OB FE L ORI THEEIEZ s 7oz Y — FEfr LET,

Misunderstanding caused by Culture-Bound Knowledge: A Real Episode
EHEEICHEEDTVWTVET

A Professor at Hokkaido University and a professor at a university in the U.S. were having a discussion,
using email. They were trying to propose a promising hypothesis for a scientific problem they had been
dealing with, and the Japanese professor asked if his idea was promising.

IROEADBDSDZDOT AT 4 TIZEI TL LR, EA—LTmxE L,
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Then the American professor replied,

American Professor: It’s like reading the tea leaves.

Upon hearing this reply, the professor at Hokkaido University said,

Hokudai Professor: So you think this is a good idea worth trying!

Then, the American professor got confused.

American Professor: What do you mean by “worth trying”?

Then, the Japanese professor got confused. Their correspondence went on for a while, each deeply
misunderstanding the other.

HLESREFEN LI EE LT,

What was the problem?

RO IE T L & 9 73?

In western culture, reading the tea leaves is a kind of fortune telling.

PETIHE, REEZFDEV) OIEHVO—FTY

Therefore, “your idea is like reading the tea leaves” suggests that your idea is not worth trying as a
promising scientific hypothesis.

T AU BDOFENMRZPPST-DIE, ZOBZEZTENHRTZNR SO T, BERR Ml & L TIRRARB RN K,
EWVWH ZLESTeDTT,

However, upon hearing “tea leaves”, the Japanese professor instantly

imagined a tea leaf pillar.

EROFTA TEE] LEWT, BFHEDOZLZBMB L TLES7D T,
This is a sign, in Japan, that something very good is going to happen.
ZHFAARTIE, ChADPDRWIENREIDENVIHIZRDT,
TAVAORAEDESE, LROEEZ. BHOT AT 470

TN DIELESoTEL AT EHENEZ L TLESTZD T,

As we have just seen, culture-bound knowledge of the world is deeply rooted in our minds, and thus even

scientific discussions are sometimes (unconsciously) affected by such knowledge.

70
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Kvocabulary \

* grammar

sentence grammar
text grammar
* inference
- knowledge of the world
general/universal
\\¥ cﬂWm%mmdﬁ// ZIBboLbEELL, Mobol bEAVEZS
SEEREEE ORISR D 15

Final Message for You BRSRNAEKE !

Reading is the foundations for all academic English skills.

Well, how was the lesson today. We hope you enjoyed it.
Since this is the final unit of this lecture series, here is our final message to you.
Tl HRICHBRISA~D A =TT,

Reading is not just translation. (V=T 470 TRRFT &) TEHY EHA)

Reading is communication with the author. V=T 7 3EEFLoaIa=r—var
<)

Rich vocabulary is important. GER NI RYITT)

Accurate grammatical knowledge is essential. (IEfe 7230k H HHE)

But moreover, your ability to make a reasonable inference is crucial.
(LrLZERBLEiC, ARG IR KTT)
And your knowledge of the world is indispensable. (D |Zxi4 2 505k « Hik b 72 <TI0 £HA)
Culture-bound knowledge of the world is sometimes required, which can be a stumbling block to foreign
language learning, G NESHUERF A OGRS LB Z ERH Y 9, TR
AEFEFEOSET EDORRICR 206 LLERA)
but at the same time, it is the most interesting and significant aspect of learning different languages and
different cultures. (LA LFAREIZ, 2D X 5 il s d 2 &, S ERE
AEEEES ET, bo b bEHALEERKNTY)
This is because one of the essential purposes of learning foreign languages at college is to cultivate your
liberal mind; (725, RETHEREZASEZERAR 1O
IS DY XTI NROLEENIT DI EENETT)
the mind that is willing to understand and respect other people’s behaviors and opinions,
D NDOITECHE 2 Hadfig L, BET5.07TT)
especially when they are different from your own. (FiZZNA, BODE X I & 3R L5512 TH)
Enjoy your reading activity, (V—=F 4 T HELAT)
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and broaden your perspective of the world. (FUckT 2B 2 K& AT L D)

Tips from Center for Language Learning HEFEHBFTEZ>F—HS5DAYE—(10)

Reading B'EF (RBR) BA : FrUATYT

RFEZIRST2O T, REBPHEEKICETIC 5] RERF v AT, EF) IAREE] OBEBN, KE
CHARTHABESCI TN LW ERL, AT C—BZREZENLD L LN TL L 9, RUITTREMHFIL, BoX
ATH, IR EECHETHH Y FH A, b LSRG, BAROBE S, THEMETOASTL X D,

ZDOEM TR TEZLIIZ, Reading ITIF S EFIERERENEUR L TWET, FBESCIGELEETT RN, £
NETTIEHY £ A, BELE TREE] 222 HETEI E<0nrR2n b Tl o, LT, i
THFFoTWD IBHENRHRE T2 "EETT L, HEoPIZET 245 b2 TUIRLAZVH DT,
WEEZOE DO EICED ST, BONGFEARFE, BEROBHICONVTENNE L O THIUTEREZE L0
D EWIORBITEEICTHLH D TLLE Y, 2O LESEIEREROF T, HOOBERELEZA, a5
T, HHVEIINE ZAEBRNICEZ D2 ERNARTEDO 1 OTL L 9, ZOHEMIZITM2ADITHE
STV M, EoNTFERDIMENREHDITTTT, BODOREDITRWNTFIHLTIZEN,

Reading IZ#E& /1 TF, LT, 7 AT I v 7RG CTHERH WO HIFEOEE /2T,
EARAVAL AR
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