Unit 3 Sentence Connector (1): The

Jeff (J) : Hello, everyone. I am Jeff Gayman. Welcome to our special lecture “Modular Approach to Reading”.
In Unit 3, we will examine one of the most important sentence connectors in English; namely the article the.
Satoshi (S) : AR S A ZAICHIE, BIATY, ZDx=v FTliX, AARANEBLEHENEF LT 5 E M the (2
DNTHLERXTHET,

Known/Old Information vs. New Information EXX1D153R (IHI53R) & #i53R

Jeff: Let us start by looking at the following worm-eaten sentences in Japanese.

ZNEAOTHENC NE) 2 23] ZAND L Lh, EB6E2AND LENENARRILTRY £T0°2

[HEWET T — 4]
(1 (AN, MERICEE L, 4 2BolMERICHENH LD TT,
2 9 Wl CALL #E AW T AL &, 4 1 AA2 LTk Lz,

Yes. For (1), it is most natural to put wa, and for (2), ga makes the sentence most natural, but why is this so?
MHeAid 2 BEOBR=ICATE £ L7z
Wa makes the subject noun phrase the Topic of the sentence, and in most cases, the topic subject is known or
old information to both the speaker and the hearer.
NI OEBRERED 1oL LT, XOEFELHAMOERE LT, XOMEy 7 L LTRRTHEVIBENH
nET,
And the following part of the sentence, that is, the predicate gives new information about the subject.
WEEDFINIZ D EFEICEHT 2 LWERE G2 2@ 2 LTWET,
How about (2) then?
MAER 1 A58z LTV E L)
In this case, the whole sentence is presented as new information.
ZOHEIE. XREPHIERE L THRRINTWET A,

OK? Now let us consider the English counterparts.

~N

[Worm-Eaten Sentences]

What would you put on the underlined parts to make the sentences natural, the or a?

(1 Professor Yamada visited the library. ____ professor went to the reading room
there.

2 When I looked into the CALL room at 9:00 a.m., ___ student was studying there.

\_ J

“The professor went to the reading room there” sounds most natural in this context. This zhe attached to

professor makes the subject noun phrase the topic and the known/old information.
Z @ the I%, professor BEEHIDIFHRTHY, ZOXD NI ThHIE~Y—7 LTWET,
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And the predicate part went to the reading room there provides new information about the subject.

Z LT, BEHEOHEZH, EOEGEIEA L TH LWMEREZR X TWET,

In (2), on the other hand, the indefinite article a is most natural here to attach to student, and crucially, the
whole sentence constitutes the relevant new information.

“a student was studying there”.

ZOHEEISCEERDH LWERE L THRERESh TV ET,

Let us summarize the point so far.

Interim Summary HfElE &8

In English, it is often the case that the subject with the definite article zhe is the topic and old information,
and the predicate provides new information about the subject. When the subject has the indefinite article a,

on the other hand, the whole sentence is presented as a new information unit.

[ [The + X] + [predicate ... 1]

Topic new information

old information

[ [A+X] + [predicate ... ]]

new information

Therefore, Context A and Context B can be completely different.

Context A “... and the student was reading papers”

Context B “... and a student was reading papers”

EREIZ the BT WTWD DD, a BN TNDDNDENE T T, XOEERSHELND TIRITELS LD -TL D
DTT, the & a DEWIEEZFAIT T reading #7352 & T, IEMRBRIZSRNDHDOTT,

The as an important sentence connector: The (FEERDIRET &(F

Now, bearing this in mind, let us consider the following English passage.

I have an English class this afternoon. The topic is about a farmer who owns a rabbit,
a gorilla, and a carrot. The textbook is not very interesting, but the professor makes

the students involved so that the class always turns out to be active and stimulating.

Now let us focus on the function of several occurrences of the article thein this text. It is easy to understand
why we have the on this word cl/ass here.
(SR L TCWAHIEGED 7 T A L9 BT, the MF< Z & T, L® an English class L2 & £77,

Likewise, because of the presence of the, the word topicis connected to this English class.
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topic &9 HEEIC the MW TWAZ L T.ZORED FE v 7 THDHEWVWIFEOOE NI SN TWET,
The other occurrences of the function the same way in this passage. Because of the presence of the, the word
textbook 1s connected to this English class, and so are the words professor and students.

the XMWV TWD Z &2 XK 5 T, textbook &9 HigEE | professor b students &, ZiILZE4LA7R, T D passage
TR LR TVDEFHED I TAILHT LD THLHENI LR, F-o& D ERENTNLDITTY,

You might think that you can comprehend an English passage if you simply understand the meaning of
content words such as textbook, professor, students, and so on.

BHIAOPITE, 29 LIERARBEOEKRS 200 EIEEETHO L BT H Ab 0ot LvEEAR,
However, articles such as the also play a significant role in English sentences. Sometimes, they are even
more important than other words as sentence connectors.

AL Lo TE, the iZ& BbALER LT, BEE4 IEL S BEARN WS LILER A,

So it is a very good idea to pay close attention to the article the when you read English passages.

[Jang san and Jeff on the scene, together with a stuffed gorilla, a stuffed rabbit, and a carrot]

Jang: Hi Jeff.

Jeff: What’s wrong?

Jang san: I have a problem. I possess a gorilla, a rabbit, and a carrot, and I have to bring them to the other
side of the river, but my boat is too small and I can put only one of them with me on the boat at one time.
Jeff [a bit puzzled]: So ... what is the problem?

Jang: Well, the rabbit will eat the carrot if they are alone and I am not with them. I want to keep the carrot
for my dinner. And the gorilla will tease, and even hurt, the rabbit if they are alone and I am not with them.
I don’t want my rabbit to get hurt.

Jeff: So the question is how you can move all of your possessions to the other side of the river without the
carrot and the rabbit being damaged, right?

Jang san: Yes!

English Puzzle: 2 TZE\EB(CRWFFE TEMRIC(S?

Jang san [T HOFTAY., UV X 1L, IV T 1, A1 AKEZR— MIEET, KHRIDIFIC
IR T ERY $HA, UL, LFORERH D 1,

\

[Conditions]
* only one item with Jang san on the boat at a time

+ the rabbit and the carrot cannot be left alone

+ the gorilla and the rabbit cannot be left alone

1\ J

SdH. A— FiZiT Jang san Ofh, —EIZ 1 O REDLNEEA, VIFEAZZENTNHS L, TFERA
BHREXTLEVET, IV FLUPFrENTNE, Y FETYFEEST TLEVET, Jang san (3
EORXoleb, AW 3 D& BRI OFOHUE TESRLTL £ 920 ?

Stop the video now, and try to solve this puzzle. Write your answer in English.
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Solution: f#ZiR

How are you doing? Well, I'm going to show you a solution, but as a set of worm-eaten sentences. Try to fill in
the blanks.
FITIIMERIEDO 1 SEBENALEL L O, BHEWVWITRLETOT, @R EHEZ AN TIIZIN,

[Worm-Eaten Sentences] \

First, Jang san brings rabbit to the other side of the river.

Next, Jang san brings gorilla to the other side of the river, and
brings rabbit back to the original side of the river. Then, Jang

san puts rabbit on the shore and brings carrot to the other

Come on Jang

san! You are side of the river.

almost there!
Finally, Jang san brings rabbit to the other side of the river

\again, and mission completed! /

So have you enjoyed the puzzle? Now, what did you put in these blanks?
INTIyva VERETTY, ST, BRI THRENCMZ ANLE Lich?

EffIX4 T the T34,

What if we do not use the properly? The ZEtN(CfEDIRE?

Now, in a typical gap-filler question, you might imagine something like this.

HHOFMDBIL, TOXOIRb0s LEEAR,

~N

First, Jang san brings the to the other side of the river. Next, Jang san brings the

[Worm-Eaten Sentences]

to the other side of the river, and brings the back to the original side of the river. Then,

Jang san puts the on the shore and brings the to the other side. Finally, Jang san

kbrings the to the other side of the river again, and mission completed! )

UL, FEBIZIE, ®EilcEEZMT A2 ECHEEROTYT, FSAOHFITIESOED L HITEWVTZ ATW
FHAD?

Some of you might have written something like the following.
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First, Jang san brings _a rabbit to the other side of the river. Next, Jang san brings _a

[Worm-Eaten Sentences: common mistake]

gorilla to the other side of the river, and brings _a  rabbit back to the original side of the
river. Then, Jang san puts _a  rabbit on the shore and brings _a carrot to the other side.

Finally, Jang san brings _a rabbit to the other side of the river again, and mission

completed!
N /

This is one of the typical mistakes occasionally made by Japanese students.
CHTHAREEICR > TV U RZT TR, HILVWUTEREAEAVHTETLEVET,
It may turn out that you have four different rabbits by the end of the story.

Ok, let us wrap up.

Wrap Up F&&

Today, we have learned some of the important functions of the English definite article the. Just like
Japanese wa or ga, the in English is an important sentence connector. It sometimes marks a word as the
topic of the sentence. And the clearly indicates that the word with the connects to other expressions
presented within the same passage. Pay careful attention to the definite article the. Then your
understanding of English sentences will be much more accurate.

FEE D the ICHEBELZLWRRbHr L, HXOEWL XV EfEICHEMFCEET, LT, FEWEVEELEZVT5
EEITH, BRREGENH TS D X125 TL X 9,

This will also help you with writing and speaking English in a clear fashion.

[Jeff, Jang san, and Satoshi on the scene]

[Jang san holding the stuffed rabbit and the carrot; Satoshi holding the stuffed gorilla, the gorilla teasing
the rabbit]

Well, that’s all for today. Good luck, keep up the good work, and see you next time.

Tips from Center for Language Learning #EEHBEZ>F—H5DAYE—(5)

EmE the DB BHIRUDNKEIIRENIC

the DH DR L, TARICEHETT ] EWVWOHMZ LT EERTET, HHICL - TEL, MHHITHEIIR
D ET, KT, DEETIE. AERRENTAH o THMEFRMioVEBEELLZY LTHBL TN ZEbd
DEFTH, EVEHAICE, ETOAERREFHBINATLEVETS, ROBIZHELTHEL X I,

26



(51 1]
ERDOBER—LATA %2 LT2A— TV TOFRA R T7 7 I U —IZRVEEDTF AL ADRWE Lz, AL, 5FED
HI, FLBR CTE D ITEBREVWE L,

A < A : Hi, Tomo! What a surprise!
& 7272 : Hey! Is it you? What a surprise! What brings you here?
A < A : 'm now traveling around Japan during summer. What do you do now?

& 7272 : 'm the college student. (I'm a college student.)

IRFATT ) TRFECHES TWET ] EEWVTZWIRT, the (FRERNBAIRTT 4, acollege student & F 9 X
& TL X 9, I'm studying at a university 72 & CTH L\, Z DR T the college student L W& 72D 595 L, [K
FAELLWARYORFATADTE] LW X RBERICRMINTLE Y b LILEE A,

(%51 2]

TV Uy 7 OFKT, [EEAE] BDEBEIZRSTWEZERNH0 LT, BDDLRE), ik E, 20
Ko RBEEom, BF-6H1E, BRIIKETIIZRL, BOlbolkhEHiiceErnz, Lo Bnhii H
Sk 9T, LERTERZDOE, LTFTOL I REINENTWNE T Uy YV EETHE L,

I am the swimmer.

ZZiX the NEEAREEZ B L TCWETR, TKSOIZMEE KELSRD) ] ) A yE—ITLE I,
oA aswimmer & LTIE, =27 VAR EDY FHA,

T2 PN TN, REAEHMREAZH - TV S DT, mmmgmﬁ_(%bwﬁh#&wﬁ%& ST, &
PHRCHEfEL CLEDTIT) . [Z 2T the HIWVTWDDIIREES S | [728 2 ZITIFEF M b ATV
WDTEA S | 7p L TELCHERR L7220 DFtdedfiE 26T 2 & i%$®%l%ﬁﬁ ﬁ%?%éﬁﬁ?&<\ﬁ
FTEHLIEDFENED 35 L EICHRWNITEIZESTL X 9,
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