Unit 7 Sentence Connector (2): Pro-forms and Ellipsis

Emma (E): Hello, everyone. I am Emma Cook. Welcome to our special lecture “Modular Approach to

Reading”. In Unit 3, we learned that the definite article the plays a significant role as a sentence connector

in long English passages. In this unit, we will learn two other types of important sentence connectors:

pro-forms and ellipsis.

Satoshi (S) : A2 A ZAIZHIE, BT, Z02=vy hTiE, ¥FBEOEXZmeBRIC, L TCHEERORE
DOFEBZ 2 FHFOET - AHERH LAWK T,

E: Let us first look at the following Japanese example.

Al TSR TDOANBERRETRYD £ LED?
B 3w, WIEAZ, T ek REIRY LT

Pro-forms and Ellipsis are Common and Natural f{ARALA(E XL < EHNDERRERRA

Some of you might think that ellipsis is very informal and colloquial. However, it is completely natural even
in the formal Japanese that we do not pronounce the subject and/or the object when they are clearly

understandable from the context.

Al PEISRAEIR, TDOANBEZRREUTRYD £ LED?
B:idv, [ 10 ]I BExZRYELL

Completely natural to elide an

understandable subject/object

(W) LR &M, EXTERNWA V74—~V RAZA NV EWIHIRERONS LIVERF AN, HAFET
I, 74—~ AR XETH->Th, RN LH LR EFPLHANGELZERT 201%, Z<BRRIE T,
Likewise, we use pronouns in English when the subject and/or the object are unambiguously recoverable

from the context.

At Did professor Nishikawa eat the carrot?
B: Yes. he ate it Pronouns can be used to replace

an understandable subject/object

EETIE, SURDP B B3 FFECHBURE DM D IR L 2kt T 5721, &L S Z LR TEET4,
In other words, pro-forms and ellipsis are important sentence connectors in human languages. Therefore,
when you read English passages with long sentences, it is crucial to pay good attention to pro-forms and
ellipsis to understand what the author intends to convey.
HEFOERZ LoD AR5 7-01id, AHEHSLEKRIUC L o020 CEEZMT 5 Z LAREERDOTY,

Bearing this in mind, let us read a story of John Doe, a student of Hokkaido University.
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[Story of John Doe (1)]
It was a busy day. You graduated from Hokkaido University today. You had a graduation ceremony
and a party afterward with your teachers and with many friends from your research project team.
Your parents and old friends were also very happy; they were all very proud that you received a

graduation certificate from Hokkaido University.

You know, however, that this is not right. This is not what it should be. Yes, you know that your
graduation certificate has a stain — an invisible stain. And you are the only person in the world who

can see the stain on your certificate.

FLWETT ORFEOFEERX, Lo L, John Doe DFFEFEEITIL, AN LRIV KE RS INFFNTND
FIHOTT, WolmWESLZOTL L IN? FEOmE A2 WTAHAEL X 9,

[Story of John Doe (2)]
You cheated.

Professors repeatedly warned not to plagiarize, but you did. It was just once when you were a
freshman, and you did it almost without knowing what you were doing. You were very busy writing
three term papers, and had five other final exams ahead. So, you just copied and pasted two term
papers that your friends wrote last year for the same courses. Then you turned them in, pretending

that you wrote the papers all by yourself.

ZHUIRETT, 1FEEDORFZLAR— N TARETS (ZEX) ZLTLESRLD T, N> 72dOTL X
IIN? ANE LTEE CHEABITLIZOTL X 9 0?

[Story of John Doe (3)]
Nobody noticed. Your professors were actually very happy that you wrote good papers, and you got
an A+. With this fake “A+,” your GPA improved, and you managed to enter the department that you
had wanted to join. With this fake “A+”, you became a member of this department that you could
not have entered otherwise. Your studies at Hokkaido University afterward were all therefore

based on your fake GPA, which was in turn based on your fake “A+.”

But nobody knows.

SdH, JohnDoe [T EI>TLEIDTL & 9 9?
Well, before we see the second half of the story of John Doe, let us quickly look at the use of the pro-forms

and ellipsis in this text.
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Check the Pro-forms and Ellipsis K AR & ARRINEERBUTHLD :

[ERT] DTIRRLS MALEDBRHDOTNSID &HidEWNT

Consider what the word zhey refers to in this context.
FTNE, D they WM ZHE L TWNDHIDONEZXTHATLIEIN, 7277 MEDL ] EHAFEICES X 57210 TIER
+TT &,

Gwas a busy day. You graduated from Hokkaido University today. You had a \
graduation ceremony and a party afterward with your teachers and with many

friends from your research project team. Your parents and old friends were also very
happy; they were all very proud that you received a graduation certificate from

Hokkaido University.

You know, however, that this is not right. This is not what it should be. Yes, you

know that your graduation certificate has a stain — an invisible stain. And you are

Qe only person in the world who can see the stain on your certificate. /

Yes, it refers back to “your parents and old friends,” which is obvious and thus the author does not repeat the
whole noun phrase in full.

I Z45 3 A O 22D T, RICAFNEZE D E D60 KT Z LITETIT they 2> T\ LI TT,

Easy? Then, how about the two instances of this here? What do they refer to?

TIE, 2O this (32 L THETD?

The two instances of the word tAis here both refer back to the content of the previous paragraph.
ZOthisZ2o& b, ERIONT Z7I7 T7ONERKEZIREL TWETHR, 2F 04 HITIEROAREXT, Kkt K
B, WE, ZRATH-STH Do TND LW IR T,

Let us closely look at the next part.
What does this did represent here?
ZOddIEZ I TIEMERL TWDHTL X I 0?

Professors repeatedly warned not to plagiarize, but you did. It was just once when you

were a freshman, and you did it almost without knowing what you were doing.

This is an elided form of the verb plagiarized. The dummy did is used to avoid the unnecessary repetition of
the full verb, which is obvious from the context.

Z 2 TR SCRDN BB 52372 plagiarized (B1EE L72) 22 O F 0 KT HLENR 20O T, did & W72 EIEE
AW TWDLDIFTT,
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And, what does this them mean?
ZITIE, 2O them ¥ & 45 L T\ ET0?

4 )

You were very busy writing three term papers, and had five other final exams ahead.
So, you just copied and pasted two term papers that your friends wrote last year for
the same courses. Then you turned them in, pretending that you wrote the papers all

by yourself. (M5 2CiEn L) )

FREDNEFIR ORI E LT, them LWL TTHBIIC ML) LEHOPTRLTLED 2E0HH LD
<7,

Do not try to interpret this them as referring to some “people” in the context.

TN TIHZO T,

ZHUE TaERELTHENTLESZ 200K LA— ) OZ L TR, RN HHHAID Z & TEET,
You can infer from the context what them means here. That is, “the term papers you wrote by copying and

pasting.”

Let us go on to the next part. Now, what does this otherwise mean here? Try to consider the connection with

the context.
XT. 2D otherwise |32 ZTIXED L 5 A BETT?

\

Nobody noticed. Your professors were actually very happy that you wrote good papers,
and you got an A+. With this fake “A+,” your GPA improved, and you managed to
enter the department that you had wanted to join. With this fake “A+”, you became a

J

member of this department that you could not have entered otherwise.

Again do not just translate the word using your dictionary.
FFEAZ T, ZOFRGE 295 TR LR LIERET TR, 0o lcZ &3 ¥ A8,

Consider what the word means in this specific context.

Here, it means “if you didn’t cheat and use the fake A+”.
T IRETA%Z L, TR CTHEIZGBO A+ORGEZHDRITIUEZ] &V ERIZRY 971,
Well, as we have seen so far, in order to understand the author’s message accurately, it is important to

consider the connecting functions of the pro-forms and ellipsis employed in the given context.
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Comparison of Japanese and English BBgD7E. BHAGE & REEDEIEEVEL)

Let us now look at some interesting differences between Japanese and English.

[Scene 1]
Satoshi: P8I SCAETLRBIENIF & T 0?
Jang-san: 3\, Sedesdsilias B X T, [€41E OK]

Emma: You can drop the subject and the object in Japanese.

[Scene 2]

Emma: Does Professor Nishikawa like sake?

Jang-san: Yes, theprofesser likes sake. [€Z DL ) 72&%[% NG
Satoshi: #FETIL, XWRNHHLNRBEETH- THBEIL, TFECHGELZEIE TS A,

[Scene 3]
Emma: Will Professor Nishikawa drink beer?
Jang-san: Yes, he will deinkbeer.  [€ BEFAIHIFR OK]
Satoshi: #EETIX, UG 6 RGE
FE a2 HIRT 5 2 E N TEET,

[Scene 4]
Satoshi: 78)I[4EA L B — /L B8R E 9 )37
Jang-san: |3\, i ideE=nde il F5 [€@Z XD REhEAHIRIZ A A

Emma: In Japanese, you cannot drop the verb phrase.

As we have just seen, both Japanese and English have ellipsis, but specific ways of deleting elements are
different among the languages.

HEED HARGES . RN OH LR BERZHIFRT 5 Z L IXAIREROTT R, EOFHSZHIBRTE 20EE5EIC L
> CIHEMIZ R > TV ET,

You have to be very careful of this difference when you read, write, and speak English. OK?

What ultimately happened to John Doe? 3> - R—BOD#EXRIE?

Now, let us read the second half of the story of John Doe.

[Story of John Doe (4)]
You got a good job at a big famous company which highly valued the graduation thesis that you
wrote while you were at your department, which, however, you joined by cheating. Hence, your life
from now on will be based on your graduation certificate with the invisible stain, which means that

all your life is going to be based on ....
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SHRETT, 1FEEDOREORNETADIEINRNE E, BORGE CHFBICER, A2 LD BkE TRED £
L7z, John Doe OV DANAEL, 2T, AV DORENDOHBEFE > TWNAZ Il >TLENET,

[Story of John Doe (5 and last)]
No, no!
You wake up in your bed sweating badly. You find yourself in your student dorm room. It was really
just a bad dream. You realize that you are still a freshman at Hokkaido University and that the
deadline for the term papers is still three days away. You are so relieved. Yes, you are not going to
cheat, you are not going to copy and paste other people’s papers, and you are not going to ruin your

life. The exam period is tough, but you really want to lead a fair, happy, and honorable life.

Wrap Up F&&

[Emma is connecting blocks of sentences using a big stick of glue. She finishes connecting them, looking
really satisfied]

[Suddenly notices the camera is running]

Oh, how was the lesson today?

We have learned that pro-forms and ellipsis are very important sentence connectors. So if you pay close
attention to these connectors when you read English paragraphs, you can understand the reasonable
connections among sentences and thus surely capture what the author intends to convey.

The sentence connectors are necessary glue.

Satoshi: And they give you useful clues to comprehend English texts.

Emma: OK? That’s all for today. Good luck, keep working hard, and see you next time.

Tips from Center for Language Learning #EEHBEZ>H—H5DAYE—/(8)

KRABR}A : [GR5E] 2R T

AP AEFICEBREZAT D Z EORUENHEMBLTHL LN EBVET, 20X ) REEIT. 4R
ARAFATZ T TIE RS, WOLHSBRHDEH Y 7,

therefore: FFFAILIZIT TEN WD ZXIT) EFRENENTHLI0E LILEEALN, TR LV b
HERZLE, o TWLIRT 2z o T2 LIZEAEMITMZFE L TH 209
EbALMERL, BfETHZ & TT,

likewise: JEFIEFILIZIT TZNERULDIZ) EHHTLEY, LT, V=T 47 THTEL
EEIEL TZ LIFM, DF D 22 TIE ML AR C7E] £ F > TWDO0a BARIZ

BT D2 ENEETT,
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%2, otherwise (ZIZW DDV NH D £, IROFIT, TNENFDOLE ED LI ITOBRNDHDN%E
EZTHTLIEEN,

(1 Put on your coat and gloves, otherwise you’ll catch a cold.
2 You believe this plan works, but John thinks otherwise.
3 Your report is a bit too long, but otherwise it is almost perfect.

t > b : (1) if the situation were different (i.e., if you didn’t put on your coat and gloves)
(2) in a different way
(3) apart from that
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